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Voyage to India (1601) the largest ship was 600 tons burden stimuiu$
and in the Sixth Voyage (1610) noo tonsx. In the seventeenth f^^o/
century the East India Company had about thirty ships2, navigation,
supplemented by the small craft engaged in coasting from port
to port in Indian waters ; and these, together with ' expert
mariners', represented " a clear addition to the kingdom's
former strength when we used not the trade " 8. It was re-
marked in 1677 by the secretary of state that " they never
use a ship above seven years in that trade, but then turn her
off to other trades ", and " one built of the force and strength
of those in the East India trade will serve well thirty years in
any other trade, by which it appears how this trade fills the
nation with great ships " 4. A century later a parliamentary
committee reported that the Company's ships had increased
in thirty years from thirty to ninety ; the tonnage had also
expanded; and the ships were allowed only to go four
voyages which were performed on an average in twelve
years 5. The committee attributed the scarcity of timber
for ship-building, in part, to the East India trade ; and the
Company was forbidden (1772) to build any new ships in
England until its tonnage was reduced to 45,000 tons 6.
While particular aspects of the East India trade evoked
criticisms, the whole basis on which it was conducted was
openly challenged. It was generally conceded that some
system of regulation was necessary in carrying on trade with
remote countries, but a fundamental issue was raised in the
controversy whether it should assume the form of a joint-
1 Court Minutes of the East India Company, 1599-1603, p. 263 ; KayU,
The Trades Increase (1615), 19 ; Hist. MSS. Comm. Cowper, i. 113.
*	State Papers Domestic, 1628-1629, P- 3531 1673-1675, p. 494; 1677-
1678, p. 363. Somewhat higher figures are given in An Answer to Two Letters
concerning the East India Company (1676), 11; The East India Trade a most
profitable Trade to the Kingdom (1677), 7 ;   A Treatise wherein is demon-
strated that the East India Trade is the most national of all Foreign Trades.
By 4>iXo7riTpt? (1681), 41-42.
3 Hist. MSS. Comm. Cowper, i. 154; The First Letter Book of the East
India Company, 470.
*	He also noted that " they laid out at one time (temp. James I.)
5^300,000 in building shipping, which was more than King James had then
in the navy " :  State Papers Domestic, 1677-1678, p. 363.
5 Reports from Committees of the House of Commons, iii. 16, 18 (1771).
« It could, however, build vessels in India or the colonies:  Statutes at
Large, viii. 186.

